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the scarcity of stones had recourse to the following stratagem
to procure them. She caused publick proclamation to be
made throughout the country that she would give a load of
gold for the like quantity of stone. On this publication a
multitude of people flocked thither with their beasts of
different kinds heavily laden. The first to arrive was a man
with an ass, who, depositing his load, received the stipulated
reward. Then the queen informed the others that her promise
extended to one load, and that no more than that quantity
was wanted. They, rather than return with their burdens,
threw them down, by which she became possessed of more
than sufficient for the completion of this fortress. They like-
wise add, that this place, which held out for many years, was
at length taken by the following contrivance. The Arabs,
having first privately lodged a number of men near the fort,
ordered a small caravan slightly guarded to pass by, con-
sisting of a number of camels, each carrying two armed
men enclosed in baskets, disguised like bales of goods. The
Christians sallied out and, seizing the supposed booty, carried It
into the fort. At this instant the Arab party, discovering them-
selves, seemed to prepare for an assault, when all the garrison
running to the walls, gave the men hid in the baskets time to dis-
engage themselves; which they instantly did, and seizing one of
the gates, let in their comrades. Could it be supposed that the
Arabs had ever read Virgil, I should have imagined they had
formed the plan of this stratagem from that of the Trojan horse.
I am confidently told that a caravan may inarch from
Alkander to the E[u]phrates in three hours, and after crossing
that river, may reach Bagdat in five. So that, estimating the
march of a caravan at its usual rate of two miles per hour, the
distance from Alkander to Badgat is about sixteen miles1.
Probably somewhere hereabouts stood the antient city of
Babylon2. History informs us Cyrus took it by turning the
course of the Euphrates, and making himself an entrance into
the city through the deserted bed of that river. It was likewise
1  This is a fair example of the inaccurate information given to Car-
rnichael. The Euphrates at Musaiyib, on the direct road to Baghdad, is
45 miles from Ukhaidir, while it is another 40 miles on to Baghdad.
2  Babil, s*te of Babylon, is 47 miles east of Ukhaidir.